ECON 235
Extra Credit II  (5 points)
	Watch the Ted Talk “How juries are fooled by statistics” by Peter Donnelly (https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_donnelly_shows_how_stats_fool_juries).  As you watch this video I want you to think about and answer the following questions. 
	Answer the questions in this word document, and upload to Canvas via the Extra Credit II assignment. 
1. When Peter talks about disease testing—what two pieces of information do you need to calculate the probability a person has that disease? 
i. Test for the cause of the disease e.g. the virus
ii. How the disease affects the people
2. Explain what independence means in a statistical context. 
In the statistical context, independence means that the occurrence of one variable does not necessarily affect the occurrence of another
3. Explain the problem with the statistical probability presented in the original Sally Clark trial. 
The chance that she was innocent was one in 73 million. This is a dubious error in statistics. This probability was not correct because deaths are not independent variables just like tossing a coin or throwing a dice. Deaths probability of one in 73 million is hypothetical and cannot be applied to death of children.
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss other ways in which statistics can be misleading.  Use and cite a source outside this video to answer this question. 
i. Statistics might have a hidden factor inside it and which can overturn or change the results
ii. Faulty polling, which forces the responded to react as the statistical evidence, is posed. For example, do you think the national government should provide full health cover for its citizens? (Best, 2014)
iii. Flawed correlations, where studies are flawed to make variables correlate yet they are not supposed to. For example, the correlation between increased floods in Miami (x) and death of bears in New York (y). (Huff & 3M Company, 2010)
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